Major coronary anomalies in childhood.
Major coronary artery anomalies are extremely rare in childhood. We wanted to assess the historical and diagnostic features and the therapeutic options of three distinct types of coronary artery anomalies: abnormal origin of the left coronary artery from the pulmonary artery (ALCAPA), coronary fistula and coronary stenosis. In a retrospective study, 33 children with these types of coronary artery disease were identified, 15 with ALCAPA, 12 with fistula and six with coronary stenosis. History, physical examination, ECG, X-ray, echocardiography, angiography, therapy and outcome were reviewed. ALCAPA showed distinct typical echocardiographic characteristics. Coronary artery fistula could be identified by a typical murmur and echocardiographic evidence of coronary dilatations. Coronary stenosis should be suspected by the clinical picture in a specific context. rare coronary artery anomalies can be accurately diagnosed in childhood. Timely therapy yields good prognosis.